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The Royal Society of St. GeorgeThe Royal Society of St. George  

Annual CelebrationAnnual Celebration  

Trafalgar Day Lunch, Trafalgar Day Lunch,   

Sunday November 7th. 2010Sunday November 7th. 2010  
Point Pub  

2524 St. Johns Street  

Port Moody, BC  

Refreshments 11:00 a.m.  

Lunch 12:00 Noon  

 The Battle of Trafalgar (21 October 1805) was a 

sea battle fought between the British Royal Navy and 

the combined fleets of the French Navy and Spanish 

Navy, during the War of the Third Coalition (August 

ï December 1805) of the Napoleonic Wars (1803 ï

1815). The battle was the most decisive British naval 

victory of the war. Twenty-seven British ships of the 

line led by Admiral Lord Nelson aboard HMS Victory         

defeated thirty-three French and Spanish ships of the 

line under French Admiral Pierre Villeneuve off the 

south-west coast of Spain, just west of Cape Trafalgar. 

The Franco-Spanish fleet lost twenty-two ships,     

without a single British vessel being lost. 

 

 The British victory spectacularlyconfirmed the 

naval supremacy that Britain had established during 

the past century and was achieved in part through 

Nelson'sdeparture from the prevailing  naval tactical 

orthodoxy, which involved engaging an enemy fleet in 

a single line of battle parallel to the enemy to facilitate 

signaling in battle and disengagement, and to          

maximize fields of fire and target areas. Nelson       

instead divided his smaller force into two columns  

directed perpendicularly against the larger enemy 

fleet, with decisive results. 

 Nelson was mortally wounded during the    

battle, becoming one of Britain's greatest war      

heroes. The commander of the joint French and 

Spanish forces, Admiral Pierre de Villeneuve, was 

captured along with his ship Bucentaure. Spanish 

Admiral Federico Gravina escaped with the       

remnant of the fleet, and succumbed months later to 

wounds he   sustained during the battle. 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE: 
 

 A special welcome to Steve McVittie who is our 

new Editor starting this issue of the Dragon Fire.  Steve 

has served as an RSSG Director for a number of years 

and is an experienced editor of the Celtic Treasure 

Chest newsletters.  The Executive is especially pleased 

that he accepted this position and we look forward to 

working with him.   We also thank Carole Clarke and 

Roger Dawson for their good service in the editorship in 

the past several months.  Our little magazine just gets 

better and better!   

Dan Brown, on behalf of the Executive. 

 

Unpublished Letter to the Editor of the National Post 

   Teach the Immigrants.   

Re:  What We Expect of New Canadians, August 24. 

 Most of us expect immigrants to adopt the core 

values and beliefs of the rest of us who live in English 

Canada.  Quebec has its own statement of expectations 

that is required for all who settle there.  Unless we     

convey our reasonable expectations to the newcomers, 

we should not be offended if refugees revisit their    

homeland or if others live their lives overseas.  It is very 

likely that we in English Canada have failed to let      

immigrants know what the most important aspects of 

our culture are.  Perhaps we should take on that task. 

 Dan Brown, President, Royal Society of St. 

George, B.C. Branch 

 

 Highlights of Executive and Directors' Meetings 

of August 31.  Any member wishing to take part in the 

meetings is welcome.  The next one is scheduled on 

Thursday, October 14. 
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Royal Society of St. George Executive:Royal Society of St. George Executive:  
 

üDan Brown * President 604- 263-7369  

 e mail: stgeorge@telus.net 

üRoger Dawson * Vice President 778-229-6831  

 e mail: rdawson@dawsonlawyers.com 

üAllan MacKenzie Treasurer 604-688-4252  

 e mail: allanmack@telus.net 

üPeter Howard * Sec./Membership 604-931-5120 

 e mail: peterh@pacificcoast.net 

üDouglas Brown Director of Development  

 e mail: whemedia@gmail.com 
 

DirectorsDirectors--atat--Large:Large:   
  

üSteve McVittie 604-940-5366 

 email: celtict@telus.net 

üBob Davies *604-738-6756 

üDorothy Evers 604-926-6366 

üLen Compton 604-472-1933  

 email: artist2@telus.net 

üDenise Wheater 604 925 0729  

 e mail: dentravels@shaw.ca 

üCarole Clark 778-928-6832  

 email: carol.clark43@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

IIAA, our registered charity:IIAA, our registered charity:   

 Above RSSG directors and officers, plus  

the following Directors-at-Large: 

üAlan Hackett 604-926-7409  

ü afhackett@shaw.ca 

üKris Parent 778-773-8395 

Upcoming Events:  
 

Attention: Vancouver Islanders 

 Don't Miss the Nanaimo Pub Lunch! 

 Longwood Pub Restaurant,  

 Wednesday, September 29 

 Register with Dan Brown at 

 stgeorge@telus.net 
 

The British Heritage Festival 

 Cloverdale Fairgrounds 

 Saturday, October 23 

 Visit the St. George's Booth 
 

Trafalgar Day Lunch  

 Honour Lord Nelson! 

 The Navy has been invited 

 Sunday, November 7 

 The Point Pub, Port Moody 

 Registration required  

  with Len Compton 

  artist2@telus.net or 604-472-1933 

Royal Society of St. George, BC Branch 
 

          Planning for the Nanaimo Pub Lunch, the 

British Heritage Festival, and the Trafalgar Day 

Lunch.  We will cooperate with other loyal societies 

in the festival in October and we will invite            

representatives of the Naval Officers' Association of 

BC and the Vancouver Naval Vets to attend the    

Trafalgar Day Lunch in November. 

 Member Survey.  Dan Shepherd, a newcomer 

and new member, has volunteered to conduct a    

survey of the RSSG membership with the assistance 

of the Executive.  The purpose of the survey is to 

find out from members what whey want from the 

society and what the society might become in the 

future.  

 Independent Immigration Aid Association, a 

Registered Charity 

 Discussion Regarding Refugees.  Brief review 

of refugee policy and facts about the Tamils in    

Canada.  Martin Collacott, who has studied refugee 

policy, will launch a website in a few weeks. 

 The RSSG has received a response from Jim 

Moore, the Heritage Minister, to the "Reasonable 

Expectations" document (available on the web-

site).  He has forwarded it to Jason Kenney, Minister 

of Citizenship and Immigration. 

AN INVITATION BYAN INVITATION BY   

The Delta Police Pipe BandThe Delta Police Pipe Band  

Celtic Gala 2010 Celtic Gala 2010   

October 29, 2010 October 29, 2010   

South Delta Baptist Church in Tsawwassen.  

This years concert will feature performances by the  

Delta Police Pipe Band, Tiller's Folly, and others.  

Tickets are $25.  

Tickets are available at The Celtic Treasure Chest 

Dunbar, White Rock & Delta stores 

mailto:stgeorge@telus.net
mailto:artist2@telus.net


World Wide Humour  
ñour English language will never be the sameò 

 

Outside a Hong Kong tailor shop: 

Ladies may have a fit upstairs. 
 

A sign posted in Germany's Black forest: 

It is strictly forbidden on our black forest camping 

site that people of different sex, for instance, men 

and women, live together in one tent unless they are 

married with each other for that purpose. 
 

Athens, Greece Hotel: 

Visitors are expected to complain at the office     

between the hours of 9 and 11 a.m. daily. 
 

In a Rhodes tailor shop: 

Order your summers suit. Because is big rush we 

will execute customers in strict rotation. 
 

In the office of a Roman doctor: 

Specialist in women and other diseases. 
 

In a Rome laundry: 

Ladies, leave your clothes here and spend the      

afternoon having a good time. 
 

Japanese Hotel guest directory 1991: 

 A number of Brits showed interest in the 

St. Georgeôs Society on Vancouver Island.  How 

can the society provide enough activities and   

social events to maintain interest?  Do we need a 

sub-branch on Vancouver Island?  The Exec. will 

be conduction a survey of members and non-

members to assess the future of the Royal Society 

of St. George, B.C. Branch. 
 

The numbers that showed interest on Vancouver 

Island are: 

Victoria 8   Duncan 3 

Lake Cowichan 1  Wellington 5 

Nanaimo 5   Nanoose Bay 2 

Lantzville 1   Parksville 4 

Qualicum 3   Comox 1 

"You are invited to take advantage of the          

chambermaid." 
 

Tokyo Hotel: 

Is forbidden to steal hotel towels please. If you 

are not a person to do such thing is please not to 

read notis. 
 

Moscow Hotel: 

You are welcome to visit the cemetery where        

famous Russian and Soviet composers, artists 

and writers are buried daily except Thursday. 
 

In a Zurich hotel: 

Because of the impropriety of entertaining guests 

of the opposite sex in the bedroom, it is          

suggested that the lobby be used for this purpose. 
 

Belgrade (Yugoslavia) Elevator: 

To move the cabin, push button for wishing 

floor. If the cabin should enter more persons, 

each one should press a number of wishing floor. 

Driving then going alphabetically by national 

order. 
 

Yugoslavian Hotel: 

The flattening of underwear with pleasure is the 

job of the chambermaid. 
 

Copenhagen (Denmark) Airline: 

We take your bags and send them in all           

directions. 
 

In a Norwegian cocktail lounge: 

Ladies are requested not to have children in the 

bar. 
 

In an Acapulco (Mexico) Hotel: 

The manager has personally passed all the water 

served here. 

A great  

meeting place 

THE DINER  
at our A.G.M. 
Photos: Alan Jones 

THE DINER  
4556 West 10th Ave. 

Vancouver, BC  



Battle Of Trafalgar  
 

Date: 21 October 1805 

Location: Cape Trafalgar, Spain 

Result  Decisive British victory 

 

Commanders and leaders: 

United Kingdom:  Admiral Lord Viscount Nelson 

France:  Admiral Pierre de Villeneuve 

Spain: Admiral Federico Gravina  

 

Strength: 

United Kingdom: 33 ships (27 ships of the line and 6 

others.) 41 ships 

France: 18 ships of the line and 8 others.  

Spain: 15 ships of the line) 

 

Casualties and losses 

 

United Kingdom: 
458 killed 

1,208 wounded 

Total: 1,666 

 

France: 
10 ships captured, 

1 ship destroyed, 

2,218 dead, 

1,155 wounded, 

4,000 captured 

Spain: 
11 ships captured, 

1,025 dead, 

1,383 wounded, 

4,000 captured 

Total: 13,781 

�0�H�P�E�H�U�¶�V���R�I��
the exec with a 

photo of the 
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CAR 

SHOW 

Photos by 

Alan Jones 

Battle of BritainBattle of Britain   
 

 The two 

aircraft which 

won the Battle of 

Britain were the 

Hurricane and 

the Spitfire. The 

two came from 

very different 

stables. The  

Spitfire was the brilliant product of a genius,    

Reginald Mitchell. Mitchell had designed the  

winning entry in the Schneider Trophy of 1931 

which, being the third consecutive win by Britain, 

won the Trophy outright. The Spitfire was the first 

all metal single seater fighter to see service with 

the RAF. The prototype emerged in March 1936. 

It was clearly a winner. But producing it was   

another matter. It was two and a half years before 

it at last emerged in sufficient numbers to go into 

squadron service. In August 1938 19 Squadron at 

Duxford was the first to receive Spitfires. 

 I t  w a s     

powered by the 

R o l l s  R o y c e    

Merlin engine 

which had virtually 

been built for it. 

Pilots loved the 

Spitfire. It was ap-

parently a joy to fly. In combat it was the equal of 

the Me109. It had one significant advantage, it 

could turn in a tighter circle than its rival. This 

was due mainly to its thin wings. 

 In the Battle, the Spitfire behaved like a          

thoroughbred. Its maximum speed of 362 mph 

matched that of the Me109. In the Battle, it was 

the Mk1 which saw the most service. As a fighter 

�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�� �L�W�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �0�H�������¶�V�� �D�O�O�� �U�R�X�Q�G�� �H�T�X�D�O���� �,�Q��
one respect, it might be said, to have had an     

advantage in that it gave the pilots who flew it the 

reassuring feeling that can only be compared with 

the jockey who finds himself in the saddle on the 

winning horse. 

 

Hurricane 

Spitfire  


